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this northern region of Palestine, Be that as it may, their
place was soon filled by the neighbouring Phoenicians and
Aramaeans, until the Jews fell into the habit of calling this lost
territory Galil-ha-Goyim or the Circle of the Gentiles.'1- They did
not renounce their claim to it but they do not seem to have
made any attempt to re-establish their rights until the end of
the Persian period. 2
They did not succeed until the time of the Maccabees in
the course of the second century B.C.3 The Jews had com-
pletely regained possession long before the birth of Jesus ; the
former Gentile inhabitants had either accepted circumcision or
moved elsewhere,4 and the country was referred to simply as
Galil, the Circle, or Galilee.
It was not of any great extent, measuring something like
fifty miles from north to south and twenty-two from east to
west. It fell naturally into two distinct divisions, called by
Josephus 5 Lower Galilee (97 kcltcd /aAda/a) to the south, and
Upper Galilee (?J avco Pahlala) to the north. Lower Galilee
is a land of plateaus and hills whose highest points scarcely
reach 2,000 feet. Between them lie small fertile plains, like
those of Zebulon and Tor'an, and they fall away to the west
towards the plain of Jezreel, the Esdraelon of the Greeks, which
means the Sowing of God (literally, God sows). Northward,
about the latitude of the coastal town of Ptolemai's, the country
is traversed by a deep depression, through which rivers flow
in opposite directions, some towards the bay of Acre, and some
to the Lake of Tiberias. Beyond this depression lies Upper
Galilee. Its mountains are not particularly high—the crowning
peaks are under 4,000 feet—but they are huddled closely to-
gether and are fairly rugged. Rain is not scarce, owing to the
neighbourhood of Lebanon which attracts the clouds, hence the
soil is fertile and trees grow readily.6 In ancient times, walnuts,
figs, vines and palms, and all the Mediterranean fruit-trees,
flourished there. Their quality and abundance were renowned
throughout Palestine and made Galilee the centre of an active
trade.7
1	Isaiah viii. 23.    Joshua xx. 7 ; xxi. 32 ; 1 Kings ix. 11 ; 1 Chron. vi.
76, have simply Galil.
2	CCLXXVin, ii, 420, note 3.
3	1 Mace. v. 21-3, on Simon's expedition to Galilee to bring back the
Jewish settlers whose position there still seemed to him insecure,
4	Jos., B.J., iii, 2.
5	Jos., B.J., iii, 3,1; ii, 20, 6 ;  Vita, iii, 7.    For a general description
of the mountains, see Abel, Geographic, 59 ff. ;  75 iff. ; 849 ff. ;  for lakes
and waterways, IS7 ff.;   447.
6	Jos., B.J., iii, 2, notes this.	7 LXXVI, 151.

